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If there was something you wanted more of, what would it be? [Slide 1] 

Perhaps we’d like more money. If we are a collector, perhaps we might 

want more of a certain type of possession. Perhaps we want a better 

home, car, or kitchen appliance. One thing I know that many want more 

of, is time. 

Perhaps there’s something you want less of. Less dust in your home. 

Less weeds in your garden. Less fights or disagreements with family 

members or neighbours.  

What is it that makes us discontent or unsatisfied? Is there something 

that we hunger for and just don’t seem to be filled. 

During the last month, as deacons we’ve been reading the biblical book 

of Hebrews. The following verse stood out to me. [Slide 2] 

Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with 

what you have, because God has said, 

“Never will I leave you; 

    never will I forsake you.” (Hebrews 13:5, NIV) 

This verse struck me as a great reminder for today’s (Harvest) 

Thanksgiving service. 

You see money is not our biggest problem. It’s the love of money that 

leaves us feeling dissatisfied, greedy, and hungering for more. 

The writer of Hebrews calls us to be content with what the Lord has 

provided. He then reminds us of an Old Testament truth: As God’s 

children, he promises that he will never leave us nor forsake us.  

Yet in the face of drought this can be hard to believe. When someone 

we love is suffering or dying, we might wonder, ‘Where is God? Has he 

abandoned me?’ 

Too often we wonder, ‘What is God doing?’  

A few weeks ago I was reflecting on the past few years. 

In 2016 we received a lot of rain. [Slide 3] This was the spring that the 

Newell Highway between Wyalong and Forbes was closed for six 

weeks due to flooding. During that time, I started praying for the rain to 

stop. Many were worried that the paddocks would be so wet they 

couldn’t harvest. 
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And yet, when harvest time came, the paddocks were drier than 

expected. There was so much bulk to the crops that the 

evapotranspiration of the large leaf area dried the soils out significantly. 

It made me wonder, [Slide 4] ‘Perhaps God knew what he was doing after 

all.’ 

The following year was on much drier. Yet all the subsoil moisture from 

the previous year helped the crops get through. 

Then last year many were thinking they wouldn’t even have a harvest, 

and yet the Lord provided more than anyone expected back in early 

spring. So many were thankful for what they did receive. 

I believe the Lord is calling us to trust in him. He knows what he’s 

doing. It might look like chaos to us while we are in the storm. We might 

be anxious while we can’t see how it will all pan out. But he wants us to 

place our trust in him. As St Peter says, [Slide 5] 
6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that 

he may lift you up in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on 

him because he cares for you. (1 Peter 5:6-7, NIV) 

And likewise St Paul says in today’s reading. 
6 Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. 

Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has 

done.7 Then you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds 

anything we can understand. (Philippians 4:6-7) 

When we tell God what we need and thank him for what he’s done, he 

replaces our anxiety with peace. He swaps our anxiousness with his 

stillness. He exchanges our worries for his calmness. 

Many have said that last year was the first time they have seen dams 

that dry at the start of summer. And yet throughout this summer the 

Lord has provided storms to run rain off the bare paddocks. I’m not 

saying all the dams are full. But we can be thankful for what we have 

received, and thankful that we aren’t currently flooded. 

I'm not saying life is easy, nor am I trying to trivialise the dry many of 

you are experiencing at the moment. But I've really started to conclude 

that, somewhere in all this, God knows what he's doing. As the book of 

Proverbs says, [Slide 6] 
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The fear of the Lord leads to life; 

    then one rests content (Proverbs 19:23, NIV) 

St Paul also explains to Timothy, [Slide 7] 
6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought 

nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. 8 But if 

we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. 9 Those 

who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into 

many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin 

and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of 

evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the 

faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. (1 Timothy 6:6-

10, NIV) 

One of the things I’ve learned in life is that there are some very kind 

and generous rich people – especially those who are content and 

thankful. There are also some really kind and generous poor people. 

They too are often thankful and content with what they have. But the 

ones who are more often miserly and not fun to hang around, are the 

ones who desperately want to be much richer than they are. Those who 

are aspiring hardest to reach the next level of the socioeconomic 

structure are some of the most miserable people I’ve met. 

This is why straight after today’s reading, Paul explained to the 

Philippians, [Slide 8] 

I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. 12 I 

know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have 

plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and 

every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in 

plenty or in want. 13 I can do all this through him who gives me 

strength. (Philippians 4:11-13) 

And you probably all know the start of Psalm 23 

The Lord is my shepherd;  

   I shall not (be in) want. 

Having said all that, [Slide 9] there is something that God is not content 

with. He is not content with the sin in our lives. He is not content with us 

going our own devastating and destructive ways. He is not satisfied 
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with the broken relationship between humans and him. He is 

devastated at the thought that our sin means we are destined for hell. 

It’s because of this discontent and dissatisfaction that Jesus Christ 

came to earth. On the cross, He died the death we deserve. In baptism, 

he exchanges our sin for his righteousness. And then he calls us to 

trust in him, live in him and follow him. 

When we appreciate that, that’s when we learn to be truly thankful and 

content. As St Augustine wrote, [Slide 10] 

O Lord, our heart is restless until it finds its rest in you. 

And yet, this has also become a growing a discontent within me. I want 

more and more people to know this contentment in Jesus Christ. I am 

not content just to know it for myself. I have started imagining, [Slide 11] 

what would it be like if everyone in our community knew the love, 

acceptance, grace and contentment that we have in Jesus Christ? As 

we heard in the Gospel reading, 
28 Then they asked him, “What must we do to do the works God 

requires?” 
29 Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to believe in the 

one he has sent.” (John 6:28-29, NIV) 

I’m not expecting everyone in our community to come to the Lutheran 

Church, but I do hope that they are all part of a Christian community 

somewhere somehow. That’s because we can’t be true followers of 

Jesus in isolation. We need to love our brothers and sisters in Jesus 

Christ. To be able to do that well means that we need to meet with 

them, get to know them and journey with them. 

May we appreciate all the Lord has done for us. May we rest in the 

Lord and find contentment in him. May we cast all our anxiety on him, 

and mix our requests with prayers of thankfulness, so that we may 

know true peace. 

Let me close with a verse I read during my devotion time yesterday, 
[Slide 12] 

just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your 

lives in him, 7 rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith 

as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. 

(Colossians 2:6-7, NIV) 


